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Putnam County
Research Farm

By: James Hoorman
OSU Extension Educator

The Putnam County Ohio State
University Extension office and the Put-
nam SWCD are working together to de-
velop a long-term research site on soil
health. The 9.1 acre site is located south
of the landfill on CR H-11 and is owned by
Putnam County.

The Putnam County Commission-
ers have agreed to allow long-term re-
search at this site, which was bought a
number of years ago as a buffer to the
landfill. The soils are mainly Roselm,
Broughton, and Paulding clay soils that
are tough soils to farm. But, these soils
also have not been agriculturally re-
searched much in the past.

Three major soil treatments are
proposed. The systems that will be stud-
ied include conventional tillage (mold
board plow first year followed by chisel
plow), no-till (zero tillage), and ecological
farming or ECO Farming (Long-term no-
till plus cover crops every year). The crop
rotation would be corn-soybeans-wheat for
grain crops with each crop replicated four
times.

Research that could be studied and
documented include soil erosion and sedi-
mentation, nutrient losses/gains (nitrogen
and phosphorus), and changes in soil or-
ganic matter. The changes in soil biology
such as soil microbial life, earthworms,
active carbon, nitrogen mineralization,
weeds, diseases, insect levels will be stud-
ied. All crops will be planted and

harvested with yields and economic analy-
sis for each system. The site will take
about 1 year to get ready and several
grants are being submitted to pay for re-
search testing and expenses.

Overall education goals and objec-
tives include teaching and demonstrating
how soil health and soil quality best man-
agement practices may result in increased
crop yields and improve the natural envi-
ronment without nutrient losses to surface
water. The goal is to improve soil ecology
and nutrient recycling with increased effi-
ciency on fertilizer management. Another
goal of the soil health plots are to reduce
soil compaction and improve soil structure,
water infiltration and water storage.

An objective is to use no-till and
cover crops together in a systems approach
to improve the soil and reduce negative
environmental impacts. The goal is to
plant, manage, and terminate cover crops
like legumes, clovers, grasses, and brassi-
cas in a long-term crop rotation on the
same plots, year after year to document
long-term changes in soil properties. Our
research objectives would include compar-
ing long-term chemical, biological, and
physical parameters on the three systems
(conventional, no-till, and ecological farm-

ing).
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2014 Farm Bill

“Things to Know™

EQIP - Still the best option to fix soil or water-related
problems on the farm. Get technical assistance and guid-
ance on hundreds of practices, conservation planning, or
payments to help cover costs to build and install them.
Plus, now it includes wildlife.

CSP - The Conservation Stewardship Program is an ex-
cellent opportunity for farmers to improve land steward-
ship on their farm. The program encourages participants
to address resource concerns in a comprehensive manner
by improving, maintaining, and managing existing con-
servation activities and undertaking additional conserva-
tion activities.

WHIIP - The Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program is
gone, but not forgotten. NRCS has several practices that
directly impact habitat for game, songbirds, food plots,
wet areas, forestry management, and even pollinators.
These are all rolled into EQIP now.

Easements - Just got easier. Easements now are under
one roof called Agricultural Conservation Easement Pro-
gram. Both Ag land and wetland easements are covered.

Crop Insurance - Producers who destroy a wetland
after enactment of the 2014 Farm Bill (February 7, 2014)
risk losing their crop insurance premium subsidy, consis-

Community Owned Since 1904
FREE ESTIMATES

www.baughmantile.com
8516 Twp. Rd. 137  Paulding, OH 45879

15105 Rd 15-M, C.G.
Phone: 419-532-3407
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KID’S DAY
TUESDAY, JUNE 24, 2014

AL
(,?,&“‘“ make an EARTH BUDDY

e at the Putnam SWCD Fair Tent!

Join us on Kid’s Day
anytime from
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

to make your very own
Earth Buddy!

All supplies will be provided.

Located North of the animal
barns in the Putnam Soil and
Water fair tent

All Ages Welcome!

Like us on

Facebook

&

The soil and water staff
is continuing with the
Blanchard River mainte-
nance program. Due to
the issues with the emer-
ald ash borer Kkilling our
ash trees and the wind
storm in the summer of
2012, the joint board of
kol commissioners  for  the

L8 Blanchard River Stream
Enhancement Project made the decision to conduct a
more aggressive project during 2014 — 2015. The
project will include cutting more leaning trees, dead
trees near the top of the river bank, cutting on the is-
lands in the river and the usual removal of trees in
the water.

As in past years, the trees that are removed will
be piled on the outside of the tree line or within the
tree corridor, if the area is wide enough, in such a
way as to try to keep the trees from moving back into
the river during future high water events. Landown-
ers may utilize the piled trees as they see fit or burn
them on the spot by following local and state regula-
tions. The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
open burning regulations can be found at
“www.epa.state.oh.us/portals/47/facts/openburn.pdf”.

If you have concerns or questions, then please
call the office for more information.

Calebrats

DAY

. Take a Walk .
. Recycle
. Plant a Tree .

Do Something
| OUTSIDE!

Install a Rain Barrel

Go to the Park

“Treat the earth well; it was not
given to you by your parents, it
was loaned to you by your
children. We do not inherit the
Earth from our Ancestors, we
borrow it from our children.”

- Ancient Kenyan Proverb

Compost

o

Scott Parker

Financial Service Officer
419-695-6000

sparker@e-farmcredit.com

800-522-7728
1120 Elida Ave. * Delphos, OH 45833-1779

armCcREDIT

ol LT L - Quality Installation Guaranteed

- Drainage Supplies In Stock
Wehri Farm Drainage, Inc.

25770 Road N-25
Cloverdale, OH 45827

JOE WEHRI 419-453-3800

INBODY
DRAINAGE CO., INC.

Northwest Tractor Co.

“50 YEARS OF SERVING THE
AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITY” JOHN DEERE
8603 RD. 5, LEIPSIC, OH 45856
799 US 224

Ottawa OH 45875
419-538-7072

STEVE GERTEN
419-235-1883
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For All
Your
Farm
Equip.
Needs

Hiniker * M&W/Rhino * Cub Cadet
Unverferth * Woods * Yetter
MacDon * Kongskilde * Brandt

12080 SR 65 OTTAWA

PHONE: 419-523-4131

2014 Stewardship Week
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FORTMAN
INSURANCE

www.Fortmanins.com

Main St. St. Rt. 65
Bluffton, OH Ottawa, OH

419-358-4600 419-523-4500

Auto - Home - Medical - Life - Commercial - Farm

POND STOCKING and SUPPLIES

AMUR, MINNOWS, ~ WEED & ALGAE CONTROL
BLUE TILAPIA, AND AERATION EQUIPMENT
OTHER FISH VARIETEES  WINDMILLS + FOUNTAINS

Free Brochures F“ er
Available Rs!!!ﬂ" \
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#95322335  LELMLLIEG

www.remlingerfishfarm.com  West of Kalida on St. Rt. 224
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Country Mortgages 4

FOR ALL YOUR RURAL
FINANCIAL NEEDS

www.agcredit.net

315 W. WILLTAMSTOWN ROAD
Ottawa Phone: 419-523-6677

April 27-May 4

Creative Expression Contest

Students of all ages can participate in Ohio’s Agriculture is Cool! Creative Expression

Contest!

It's simple and fun! Just paint a picture, make a video, take a picture, or submit a crea-

tive illustration of why YOU think Ohio agriculture is cool!

You can win some cool stuff and get into the Ohio State Fair for FREE!

For more information, a registration form, and a complete set of rules, go to
www.ohioagriculture.gov or call our office at 419-523-5159.




